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Bologna's New Central Railway Station

Goods and people coming to and from Continental Europe and the Mediterranean basin
cross the city of Bologna, natural crossroad between these areas. Construction has
already begun on an underground railway station for the High-Speed trains and a portion
of the tracks for them has already been laid between Bologna and Florence and between
Bologna and Milan. The station itself will undergo renovation, completed by the addition
of new parking areas.

In addition, an agreement was sealed a few months ago between local authorities and
the RFI (Italian Railway Network) for the construction of a New Station in an area of
350,000 sgm, within which are suitable for contruction 42,000 for station-related services
and 120,000 for complementary urban functions such as shops, offices and hotels.

The project will extend for another 36 ha to the surrounding urban area (known as
Ravone), which will be part of a vast renovation scheme, which will include the realization
of private services for about 130,000 sqm. An estimated 180,000 passengers will pass
through the New Station every day: it will become the main interchange for Bologna
local public transit. An international bidding for the architectural design is currently
being drafted and will be published within 2007. For the realization of such a complex
program, RFI will set up a company, which will have to be participated also by
entrepreneurs bringing private capital for the fulfillment of the urban renovation plan.
The plan's approval will take place through the subscription of a planning agreement,
which will constitute an executive plan.
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